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“This child is 

destined to cause the 
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be a sign that will be 

spoken against, so 

that the thoughts of 

many hearts will be 

revealed. And a 

sword will pierce your 

own soul too.” 

              Christmas – God’s seed born in me 

                         - How can I be filled with Jesus this Christmas?      
                            - How can we make sure that God use us?                                                                                    
                                     
Introduction: Why does God choose me? Luke 2:25-35 
“Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and 
devout. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit 

was on him. It had been revealed to him by 
the Holy Spirit that he would not die before 
he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Moved by 
the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. 
When the parents brought in the child 
Jesus to do for him what the custom of the 
Law required, Simeon took him in his arms 
and praised God, saying: 

“Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, 
now let your servant die in peace. 
For my eyes have seen your salvation, 
which you have prepared in the sight of all 
nations: 
a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 
and the glory of your people Israel.” 

The child’s father and mother marvelled at 
what was said about him. Then Simeon 

blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to cause 
the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken 
against, so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword 
will pierce your own soul too.” 
 
This passage has many truths for us to learn from - here are some of them: 
“Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and 
devout. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit 
was on him.  
Do we want God to speak through us? Here we see that God uses people 
who are: 
Righteous – not self-righteous but trusting in the work that God is doing in 
them. 
Devout – completely dedicated to God’s work. They don’t let other visions 
take over such as a love for work, self-gratification, etc., but love the Lord 
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with all their heart. 
With a vision for the future – Simeon had read and believed the many 
prophecies about the coming of the Messiah and his whole life was 
dedicated to serving God in prayer - praying in his vision. As we read, 
understand and put our faith in the prophecies of the Bible so our picture of 
what will happen in the future becomes clearer and we are have a clear 

vision to pray into. 
 
Moved by the Spirit, he went into the 
temple courts. When the parents brought 
in the child Jesus to do for him what the 
custom of the Law required, Simeon took 
him in his arms and praised God, saying: 

“Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, 
now let your servant die in peace. 
For my eyes have seen your salvation, 
which you have prepared in the sight of 
all nations: 
a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 
and the glory of your people Israel.” 
- Full of the Holy Spirit and moved by the 

Holy Spirit – In Acts 1 Jesus’ last word to His disciples was to wait for the 
Holy Spirit to fall on them, so that they would have power to be witnesses. 
Simeon was a man full of and moved by the Holy Spirit and so we need to 
be too, as it is the Holy Spirit who will work through us to convict and 
change people around us. 
 
The child’s father and mother marvelled at what was said about him. Then 
Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined 
to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be 
spoken against, so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a 
sword will pierce your own soul too.” 
From birth to death Jesus’ life was full of purpose: 

 - to grow in wisdom – Luke 2:40 

 - to testify of the truth and teach us how to live – Matt 4:23 

 - to build His church – Matt 16:18 

 - to show us by example how to work miracles – John 20:30 

 - to die for our sins on the cross – John 12:27 

 - to intercede for us now, that we as His people might live in love and take 
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“I would like every 

one of you to 

speak in tongues” 

1 Cor 14:5 

the gospel to all mankind – Heb 7:25 

 

You were born for a purpose: 

Collectively we have a common purpose – to build His church and to glorify 

Him daily. Individually we may not have a great part to play, and indeed it’s 

best to consider ourselves as ants for instance, who individually are small 

and insignificant, but collectively work 

together to build a nest which gives rest to a 

great colony. Develop this mentality as it will 

help to keep you humble. 

As we allow the Holy Spirit reign in our 

lives, as Simeon did, God will reveal His 

purpose for us individually. Within the body 

of Christ there are many different ministries and gifts of the Spirit. 1 

Corinthians 12 compares us to a body – eyes, ears, feet, etc. Each of us 

are one of these parts, with very different functions but all working together 

to be the Body of Christ on the earth, whose mission is to minister to Him in 

worship and praise, to glorify Him with our good works and to take the 

Good News to all mankind. 

 

Our response today: 

Knowing that we need to be filled with the Holy Spirit to be a channel for 

God to work, let’s respond today by calling out to Him that, like Simeon, the 

Holy Spirit might be on us, that the Holy Spirit would give us insight and 

revelation, and that we would be constantly moved by the Holy Spirit. 

Where to start: have you been filled with the Holy Spirit? 
In all but two examples in the New Testament, the Holy Spirit first comes 
upon people when the leaders lay hands on them. If you would like to be 
filled with the spirit for the first time, ask the pastors and leaders to pay 
hands on you and pray for you. 
 
Desire the gifts of the Spirit 
In nearly all examples in the New Testament the Holy Spirit came first with 
the gift of tongues. This gift then releases the spirit, enabling us to seek 
and use other gifts such as prophecy, revelation, healing and even spiritual 
administration as with the first deacons. (see 1 Corinthians 12,13 and 14). 
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Since you are eager 

for gifts of the Spirit, 

try to excel in those 

that build up the 

church. 1 Cor 14:12 

Being filled with the Spirit will not only give us power to live for Jesus and 
be His witnesses but will also keep our lives ordered and peaceful in a 
world of increasing demands and activities. It will keep us focussed every 
moment on doing the will of God. 
 
In 1 Corinthians Paul boldly states the following: 

Follow the way of love and eagerly desire gifts of the Spirit, especially 
prophecy….Anyone who speaks in a tongue edifies themselves, but the 

one who prophesies edifies the church. I 
would like every one of you to speak in 
tongues….The one who prophesies is 
greater than the one who speaks in tongues, 
unless someone interprets, so that the church 
may be edified…..since you are eager for 
gifts of the Spirit, try to excel in those that 
build up the church….. the one who speaks in 
a tongue should pray that they may interpret 
what they say…… if I pray in a tongue, my 

spirit prays, but my mind is unfruitful. So what shall I do? I will pray with 
my spirit, but I will also pray with my understanding; I will sing with my 
spirit, but I will also sing with my understanding….Otherwise when you are 
praising God in the Spirit, how can someone else, who is now put in the 
position of an inquirer, say “Amen” to your thanksgiving, since they do not 
know what you are saying? You are giving thanks well enough, but no one 
else is edified. I thank God that I speak in tongues more than all of you. 
But in the church I would rather speak five intelligible words to instruct 
others than ten thousand words in a tongue.  
 
Let the seed come to birth in you 
Jesus wants to bear fruit through you (John 15). Keep on being filled with 
the spirit and with patience you will bear much fruit to His glory. 

Conclusion: 
This Christmas let’s pray that God uses us as He used Simeon to glorify 
Him. Let’s pray that God will fill us with His Holy Spirit and let’s keep on 
being filled with the spirit (Eph 5:18) so that we would be able to bless the 
church and each neighbour and relative that we meet. Let’s pray that the 
blessing of God comes down and His Kingdom increases! Amen. 
 
Songs: Holy Spirit rain down; As a deer longs for the water; Spirit of the living God.  


